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School
2 Bath St • Brighton • Dunedin 9035
Ph 03 481 1781 
email: office@bigrock.school.nz


31st May 2024
Welcome
A big Big Rock welcome to Alby McNab, who joins his sister Billie with us at. At last you have joined us Alby, very cool to have you on board.
I would also like to offer a big Big Rock welcome to Avalon Why who joined us and her big sister Sol. It is wonderful to welcome you Avalon.
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Congratulations
A massive congratulations to Aliza Johnston on winning the Dunedin Gymnastics’ Association competition at the weekend that included gymnasts from as far afield as Twizel, Balclutha and Oamaru as well of course Dunedin-wide. Great stuff Aliza.
Well done to Courtney McNair on earning Player of the Day for her Green Island Emerald’s football team.
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Netball
On Tuesday evening the Big Rock Hurricanes had their first hit out of the season with a ‘skills session’ followed by a short game against Kaikorai. The team advised me very enthusiastically that they played well and got a great result. 
Basketball
Yesterday we had the unusual occurrence of two of our basketball teams being drawn to play each other. The Big Rock Shooters taking on the Big Rock Coasters (and vice versa). To save everyone a journey the game was played at school. The two teams fought out an entertaining 20 all draw. Congratulations to Cecil Williams of the Coasters and Jaxon Skerratt of the Shooters on earning Player of the Day for their respective teams.
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Room Three Dunedin Walking Tour
On Wednesday I had the privilege of tagging along with Room Three on their Dunedin Walking Tour of historic buildings. Sadly, the awful weather made the actual tour a bit more abbreviated than we would have liked. The children gave it their best shot and worked their way through it. This was all topped off with lunch in the Meridian Food Court, followed by lots of fun at TimeZone. Many thanks to Colin Driver, Marina Conway, Anar Khan, Kerri King, Sally Scott, Blair Judd, Sasha Turner, Carrie Graham and Pedro McMurdo on helping with transport and leading groups. Also thank you to the Brighton Club for helping us out with transport.
Thank you, Teresa Grant for putting it all together.
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King’s Birthday Weekend
A reminder that school is closed on Monday as it is a public holiday. Many schools in the surrounding area are closed on the Tuesday for a Teacher Only Day. Big Rock is not we will be open on Tuesday.
[image: ][image: May be an image of 7 people, York Minster and Sacré-Cœur][image: May be an image of 6 people]
Mountain Biking
Yesterday the second Tracks n Trails Mountain Bike group had their first adventure, heading off to Forrester Park in North East Valley. Judging by the smiles and feedback from the children, it was another epic day out in the Big Rock calendar. Watching the children develop their skill and confidence over the years this programme has been running is very rewarding from an educators point of view. Thanks to Scott Weatherall and Ange Hancock for giving up your time to lead this adventure, also thank you to Craig Scott and Max Skerratt for helping out, much appreciated.
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Toys and Stuff at School
Can we please ask that the children leave their toys etc at home. It can and does cause unescessary heart ache and frustration. Sadly things get broken, lost etc as well as being swapped for things and then they want to ‘swap back’ and only one does and so it goes on. Usually ending in tears, angry parents or both. Can we please keep them at home.
Thank you
Attendance
As you are hopefully aware, over the last few years New Zealand schools have faced a bit of an attendance crisis. There are many different reasons for this. While we are extremely happy with the levels of attendance at your school, I received an information brochure from the collective of schools in the Central Otago and Lakes area and thought it would be a good idea to share it with everyone.
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Enjoy the long weekend, if you are travelling away, travel safe.
David Grant
Principal
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OVERCOMING DIFFICULTIES
AT SCHOOL

Learning new things is always challenging

- some things come naturally while other
things take time and are only mastered after
hard work

Help your child to be realistic and accept the
challenges of being at school as that is what
brings satisfaction and builds resilience.

Celebrate the hard won successes!

TIME OUT OF SCHOOL
ADDS UP

Time not at school (e.g. late, leaving early,
missing periods, time out of class)

Based on a 6 hour school day.

20min | 30min
1hrdo. 2hr30
17hr 25hr
Tiday 16day.
95% 92%

Attendance Days Off

¥ day

ATTENDANCE IS A COMMUNITY
RESPONSIBILITY
Your community supports your family - but you

do need to reach out your hand. Who is there to
help you and your student?

First talk with the school or for health matters
your GP. Ask for a list of support agencies -
together we can help your child to feel happy
and successful at school

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
TO BE AT SCHOOL

Toughen up on truancy - it is not
to be late or to be off school without a
justified reason.

If it is truancy - tell the school.

If your child refuses to go to school find
out why, take their needs seriously and
support them to be happy at school.

Talk with the Principal, Deputy Principal,
Dean or Counselor or other parents

Seek community support.... Or telephone
the Attendance Service.

Attendance Service
Otago Central & Lakes
021023 49334
central.lakesattendance@gmail.com

ecase

Every child attending every day

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

ATTENDANCE IS A COMMUNITY RESPONSIBLITY
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

ATTENDANCE IS A LEGAL
REQUIREMENT UP TO 16 YEARS -
BEING AT SCHOOL, ON TIME.

IN CLASS, ALL DAY.

(Refer Education Act 1969 Sections 202529

Children who are at school
Have no learning gaps

Know what is happening
Enjoy school more

Can achieve to potential
Have increased self esteem
Establish good relationships

NOT AT SCHOOL IS NOT OK

TRUANCY IS BEING ABSENT OR LATE WHEN A STUDENT COULD HAVE
BEEN AT SCHOOL. ANY UNJUSTIFIED ABSENCE IS TRUANCY

Late, tired, slept in

School refusal

Time off for minor ailments
Looking after family member

Avoiding swimming, school camp, athletics, speech, tests
Private tuition or coaching

Term time holidays or ski trips

Childs birthday, grandma visit

Toughen up - this is truancy. Seek prior approval from the principal for important events.

SUPPORT SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE AT HOME

d praise efforts
ool nights
tronic equipment from bedroom
* Usean
ure homework is done, uniform and lunch
packed at night
r small concerns to grow - act
sooner not later

PUNCTUALITY IS IMPORTANT

During the first 10 minutes of the day teachers
greet the class
give important notices
set up the plan for the day
review what has been learnt
set the tasks for a lesson
It is not surprising if the late child does not know
what is happening. In primary school often the

same two subjects are taught first thing, gaps
develop and learning becomes harder.

In secondary school some children will not go into

SCHOOL APPROVED ABSENCES

The Principal decides what is a justified
absence and what is not

Approved absences include:
* Genuine illne: t 24 hours after diarrhea or vomiting

* Death of a near relativ

* Other absences with prior approval of the
Principal.

tificates.

CHILDREN MISS OUT IF THEY
MISS SCHOOL

Other children keep on learning while a child
is absent. When a child returns there are
learning gaps. The child may feel

the teacher did not explain

other children know more

not part of team work - in class or in the

play ground

They are always trying to catch up on missed
work and activities. Costs to the child may
include:

feelings of social isolation
loss of learning and social confidence
reduced self esteem
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