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School
2 Bath St • Brighton • Dunedin 9035
Ph 03 481 1781 
email: office@bigrock.school.nz


Saturday 12th October 2024
Welcome Back/ Nau mai hoki mai 
We hope everyone has had an enjoyable break and it wasn’t disrupted too much from all the rain. I know that the children certainly deserved and needed a break after a winter term that can be challenging but they worked hard and to use a popular phrase ‘They got it done’ and the Art Extravaganza was a great example of their hard work, but only a part of what they achieved across the curriculum.
I know that as a staff, we are looking forward to Term Four, it is always an exciting one with trips and camps, warm weather (fingers crossed) the pool opening again, as well as other bits and pieces that make Term Four special.
Futsal/ Whutupaoro
All futsal begins in the first week of the term. Year 1-4 teams start on Tuesday and Year 5-8 on Wednesday. Shirts will go home on Monday. I have not received the Wednesday draw yet.
Tuesday Futsal Draw 
Big Rock Dolphins v Green Island on court 14 at 415
Big Rock Barracuda v Fairfield on court 12 at 545
Big Rock Stingray v Liberton on court 14 at 545
Can all players be courtside 10 minutes before kick-off in full correct uniform. (School sports top, black shorts, long socks and shin pads). I know I don’t need to say it but please support the coaches and all players. We have a great reputation for sportsmanship as was exemplified by the netball and basketball teams in the winter.
School Photos/ Whakaahua o te kura
School photos are being held this year on Wednesday 6th November. More information will come home soon.
Brighton Backyard Ultra/Otokia Iari tuara ultra
On the first weekend of the break, I had the privilege of watching different stages of the amazing Brighton Backyard Ultra, so challenging for all of the athletes, you have to actually see it to believe it. The winner eventually running 207 kilometres over a 30+ hour period without any real break, unbelievable. Congratulations to Scott Weatherall on a superbly run event that provided an opportunity for athletes to compete and challenge themselves, raised money for the Senior class camp and showcased beautiful Brighton. Thank you to the parents who were able to help Scott throughout the event. Well done to George Wetherall (Year 8) on completing 3 laps and leading the runners home on the first lap. Also well done to Mr Murray, school parents Craig Walters and Rufus O’Brien and former Big Rock student Thomas Weatherall on your efforts. Brilliant stuff, Big Rock representing
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Teacher Only Days Term Four/ Kaiako anake nga ra wahanga tuawha
You may be aware that there is an expectation for all New Zealand schools to implement the refreshed New Zealand curriculum at the start of 2025. There has been a lot of angst represented in the media, with statements like ‘Schools won’t be ready’. Your school will be more than ready, as many of the things that are becoming compulsory across New Zealand, have been happening at Big Rock for years. Things like Structured Literacy and the Science of Learning. I am not bragging, but I am very proud of the staff and pleased with where we are at.
You may hear from your friends or family members that their school will be closed for Teacher Only Days later this term. We have never had a Teacher Only Day in term time. We have had Teacher Only Days during the recent break, focused primarily on ensuring we are fully on-board with the curriculum refresh, as well as planning for the term ahead. We have our Teacher Only Days in the holidays for some pretty simple reasons.
 These being:
· Children need to be at school (We can’t say that children need to be at school and then close the school)
· We don’t want to create angst for our families and whanau by having to find alternative care options outside of holidays or illness
· With it not being on a school day- we actually get more done as there are less interruptions
· That is what the holidays/breaks are for
Big Rocks Got Talent/ He pūmanawa to te kura Big Rock
Big Rock’s Got Talent is fast approaching, the big event is on Thursday 21st November. If you have any queries or your child wants to share their talent, contact Shane Turner on 022 500 0392 or get an entry form from the office. It is looking very exciting with the ‘Talent’ already registered
School Pool/ Te puna wai o te kura
We hope to have the school pool open on or about November 1st. Pool keys will become available to school families by Monday 18th November. They will become available to the wider community on December 1st.
School Painting/ Te peita o te kura
Sadly, the wild weather has caused a delay in the painting completion, however Blayr Findlay of iPaint is doing everything he can to catch up and doing a superb job. The ‘quad area is looking very sharp.



End of Year/ Whakamutunga o te Tau
School will finish for the year at 1pm on Monday 16th December. The end of year prize giving is on Thursday 12th December.
KEY DATES TERM FOUR (More dates such as mountain biking and kayaking will be added)
22nd -25th October Senior Class Camp Central Otago
29th – 31st October Room Four Class Camp Waihola
6th November School Photos
13th and 27th November Intro Mountain Biking Group
2nd – 4th December Room Three Camp Tirohanga
3rd – 4th December Senior Class Survivor Camp
6th December Room One and Two Big Day Out
12th December End of Year Prize Giving
16th December School Year finishes
We look forward to seeing everyone on Monday.
David Grant
Principal
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